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but also their wives and children. When the Brah-
mans came and saw the Mhars eating part of their
dinner, they were very angry and refused to sit
down. This meant that the spirit of Eknath's father
would not receive due honour. But Krishna appear-
ed in the guise of a Brahman attendant and told
Eknath to his surprise that he need not be troubled,
as other Brahman guests would be forthcoming. A
moment or two later Eknath's father, great-grand-
father and grandfather appeared to the terror of the
sulking Brahmans and ate up the remains of the
dinner prepared for them.
The strangest tale of all is that told of Eknath
and a Brahman called Dandwat Swami. This
virtuous person used to show his humility by pros-
trating himself at full length before every man or
beast that he met. Some worldly Brahmans asked
him in mockery to prostrate himself before a dead
ass. Dandwat Swami did so and—wonder of won-
ders !—the dead ass came to life. When Eknath
heard of this miracle, he forbade Dandwat Swami to
repeat it, as such miracles were not suited to the Kali-
yuga or evil modern times. He further advised
Dandwat Swami to die, as he was too virtuous for
this world. Dandwat Swami thought the advice
good. He plunged into a deep meditation and gra-
dually passed away. The evil Brahmans of Paithan,
who still smarted from the loss of their dinner,
charged Eknath with the murder of Dandwat Swami
and they refused to accept his explanation. They
threatened him with death, unless he could make
the stone bull in front of Shiva's temple at Paithan
eat grass. This was a mere trifle for so great a
saint. The stone bull on seeing the grass put out its

